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Coach Carter
Questions
First Section

1.  In the locker room after the St. Francis game, are the Richmond team members demonstrating responsibility?  WHY or WHY NOT? 

2. What is the locker-room conversation doing to the players’ self-esteem?  

3.  What do you think motivates Coach Carter to take the low-paying coaching job?

4.  What does Coach Carter say is one way to demonstrate respect to an adult?  When using these terms, which type of growth is demonstrated (physical, social, emotional, intellectual?)
5. Cruz thinks that it is funny to stage an attack on several of the basketball players walking home from practice.  The basketball players don’t think it is funny.  Compare the values 
of the basketball players with those of Cruz.  

6. Do you think that the contract is fair?  What does your opinion say about your values?

7. How does Coach Carter’s son Damien demonstrate perseverance in achieving his goals?

8.  After the first basketball game, what does Cruz do to try to boost his self-esteem?  Does he succeed in raising his self-esteem?
9.  Once Cruz asks Coach Carter if he can return to the team, how does he demonstrate self-discipline?

10. What value does the team show by helping Cruz do push-ups and suicides?
11. When the team is gathered reading the newspaper, the coach comes in and asks Battle how he sees himself.  What is his response?  What is Battle’s self-concept (think about skills)?
12. Rather than storming off the court, what would be a better way for Junior Battle to show his frustration?  What type of growth is this (physical, social, emotional, intellectual, moral)?

13.  Are Kenyone and Kira loyal to each other at the dance?  What types of problems does this create in their relationship?

14. The team worked hard to win the tournament.  What helped them win?  What do they value?

15.  When the players do wrong, they are required to do suicides.  What stage or level of 
Kohlberg’s Theory of Moral Development does this action indicate?

16.  Running suicides helps you to grow.  What type of growth do you experience? (physical, emotional, social, intellectual, philosophical, or chronological?)

17.  What does Coach Carter value more, winning basketball games or an education?  Which do you value more and why?
18.  Because Coach Carter expects that the students do well in school, they start to study and do well.  How do other people’s expectations of you affect your behaviors?
19.  At the press conference, several of the boys are off to the side talking.  Which player demonstrates that they have the values which establish character? (if you can’t remember names write down what he says)
20. Think about the scene with Cruz and the killing of his cousin.  Why is it important to have goals and the self-discipline to achieve them?

21.  How does the coach demonstrate compassion towards Cruz?

22. Do you agree with the lock-out?  Why or why not?

23.  How did the boys grow intellectually from the lock-out?  What was available to them in their environment to help them grow intellectually?

24.  Coach Carter stood up for what he believed in.  What does this say about his character?

25.  How does the basketball team show that they are loyal to Coach Carter after the school board has called off the lock-out?

26.  How has the attitude in the locker room changed from the beginning of the movie to the end of the movie? 
REFLECTION ?s
27. Describe the self-concept that the basketball players had at the beginning of the movie.  How has the way they see themselves changed towards the end of the movie?
28. How does Coach Carter and Cruz’ personality types affect their ability to get along?

